Abstract: Through combining P-type iterative learning (IL) control, model-free adaptive (MFA) control and sliding mode (SM) control, a robust model-free adaptive iterative learning (MFA-IL) control approach is presented for the active vibration control of piezoelectric smart structures. Considering the uncertainty of the interaction among actuators in the learning control process, MFA control is adopted to adaptively adjust the learning gain of the P-type IL control in order to improve the convergence speed of feedback gain. In order to enhance the robustness of the system and achieve fast response for error tracking, the SM control is integrated with the MFA control to design the appropriate learning gain. Real-time feedback gains which are extracted from controllers construct the basic probability functions (BPFs). The evidence theory is adopted to the design and experimental investigations on a piezoelectric smart cantilever plate are performed to validate the proposed control algorithm. The results demonstrate that the robust MFA-IL control presents a faster learning speed, higher robustness and better control performance in vibration suppression when compared with the P-type IL control.
Introduction
As an intelligent control strategy, iterative learning (IL) control has a simple structure and doesn't require accurate system modeling. According to past control experience, this method can improve the current control performance of the system by operating repetitively over a fixed time interval [1] . In 1978, IL control was first proposed by Uchiyama in Japanese [2] , which did not receive much attention. After one critical report published by Arimoto in English [3] , IL control made significant progress in both theories and applications [4, 5] . Practically, IL control has been applied to a wide range of engineering applications, including flexible structures [6] , nonholonomic mobile robots [7] , flapping wing micro aerial vehicles [8] and the sheet metal forming process [9] . Considering the repeatability of the structural dynamic response in the vibration process, IL control is expected to provide a feasible solution for the control issue here. Several research groups have applied IL control methods to the active vibration control of piezoelectric smart structures. Zhu et al. [10] and Tavakolpour et al. [11] first applied P-type IL control for the attenuation of vibrations in piezoelectric smart structures for the design of the feedback gain, and the efficiency of P-type IL control was proven in their papers. In addition, Fadil et al. [12] proposed a new intelligent proportional-integral-derivative (PID) controller for vibration suppression by using P-type IL control and PID control, in which the P-type IL control was applied to tune the parameters of the PID controller. fusion diagnosis method for the overlearning evaluation is presented based on the evidence theory, and the stopping criteria are also be designed. The proposed control method was numerically and experimentally investigated for a clamped plate under various external disturbances, and the results are illustrated and extensively discussed at the end of the present work.
The rest of this paper is organized as follows. In Section 2, based on the FE model of piezoelectric smart structures, the state space model of the equivalent linear system is developed for the purpose of control law design. The P-type IL control is employed for establishing the vibration control equations. Section 3 describes the dynamic transformation and linearization for the vibration control system. Section 4 describes the design of the robust MFA-IL control scheme. Theoretical basis of state diagnosis, based on evidence theory and the design of the stopping criteria, is introduced in Section 5. In Section 6, numerical examples are presented to demonstrate the validity of the proposed method. In Section 7, a complete active vibration control system is set up to conduct an experimental investigation. The conclusions and outlooks are drawn in Section 8.
FE Model and P-type IL Control
The linear electro-mechanically coupled dynamic FE equations of the piezoelectric smart structure can be written as [23] : 
where u and φ are the vectors of nodal displacements and electric potentials; M uu , C uu , K uu , K uφ (K φu ) and K φφ are the structural mass matrix, the damping matrix, the mechanical stiffness matrix, the piezoelectric coupling matrix and the dielectric stiffness matrix, respectively; F u and F φ are the vectors of mechanical force and electric load, respectively. The damping matrix C uu is usually defined as a linear combination of the structural mass matrix M uu and the mechanical stiffness matrix K uu , which is written as follows:
C uu = αM uu + βK uu (2) where the constants α and β are the Rayleigh damping coefficients. The piezoelectric sensor generates output electric potential as long as the structure is oscillating. The system (1) can be uncoupled into the following independent equations for the sensor output electric potential:
and the structural displacement
where
φφ K φu . Note that F φ is usually zero in the sensor, thus, Equation (3) can be rewritten as φ = −K −1 φφ K φu u. Then, the rate of change of the sensor output electric potential can be written as:
The system output error is defined as:
where y d is the desired output signal and y is measured output signal.
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φ. As a discrete-time system, the output error at the kth moment can be given as:
According to the update rule of the P-type IL control [42] , the feedback gain at the kth moment can be given as:
where Φ and G(k) are the learning gain matrix and feedback gain matrix, respectively. The feedback gain G(k) is stored in memory at the (k − 1)th moment and applied for the next iteration when the system operates. The input voltage of the actuator is expressed as:
The electric load vector is defined as:
where C a is the capacitance constant of the piezoelectric actuator.
The control force can be defined as F a = −K uφ K −1 φφ F φ and by combining with Equations (5), (9) and (10) , F a can be rewritten as:
The control force generated by actuator is used to suppress structural vibration. Substituting Equations (5), (9) and (10) into Equation (4), the vibration control equation of the piezoelectric smart structure can be expressed as:
Dynamic Transformation and Linearization of Vibration Control Equations
As a discrete-time system, the system (12) can be approximated by the following form at the kth moment: M uu ..
u(k)
. u(k) + K * u(k) = F u (k) (13) Again, using Equations (5) and (7), the system (13) can be rewritten as:
. (18) can be rewritten as
y(k)
is the partial derivative value of y(k + 1), with respect to output y(k), and
represents the partial derivative value of y(k), with respect to input Φ(k − 2).
For each fixed k, we consider the following equation with the numerical matrix H(k) ∈ R N×N .
Since condition [∆y(k), ∆Φ(k − 1)] T = 0, Equation (20) must have at least one solution H * (k).
In fact, it must have an infinite number of solutions for each k. Let
Then, we have Equation (17) . Based on Equation (17), the system (16) can be rewritten in the following dynamic linearization form:
where the values of ϕ 1 (k) and ϕ 2 (k) are dynamic changed.
Controller Design

MFA Control
Consider the following control input criterion function: where y d (k + 1) is the desired output signal and γ > 0 is a weighting constant. Φ(k − 1) is the MFA control rate. Substituting Equation (22) into Equation (23) , then differentiating Equation (23) with respect to Φ(k − 1), and letting it be equal zero, gives the following:
Equation (24) includes the calculation of the inverse matrix, which may cause computational burden once the I/O matrixes of the system are of a high dimension. The simplified form of Equation (24) can be expressed as follows:
where ρ ∈ (0, 1] is a step-size constant, which is added to make Equation (25) general.
In this paper, a modified projection algorithm is used to estimate the unknown PPD matrix:
Here, we differentiate Equation (26) with respect to Ψ(k), and letting it be equal to zero. According to the simplified form in Equation (25), we can obtain the parameters of the estimation algorithm as follows:
where η ∈ (0, 1] is a step-size constant, which is added to make Equation (27) general.
Robust MFA-IL Control
The discrete-time SM is used to compensate the external disturbances and guarantee the fast convergence of feedback gain, which can increase the system robustness and control performance. By assuming the discrete sliding surface is
and combining Equations (6) and (22), the above equation can be rewritten as follows:
The sliding reaching law is defined as follows [43] :
where Substituting Equation (30) into Equation (29) , gives the following:
Because the sliding mode reaching law is based on the transformed dynamic linearization, let Φ SM (k − 1) = ∆Φ(k − 1). Then, the final learning gain of the IL controller is equal to Equation (25) plus Equation (31) , written as follows:
where Γ is a weighting factor which is added to make Equation (32) general. Φ SM (k − 1) is used to compensate for the input disturbance and increase the convergence rate. For convenience, a block diagram of the robust MFA-IL control approach is presented in Figure 1 .
Substituting Equation (30) into Equation (29) , gives the following:
Because the sliding mode reaching law is based on the transformed dynamic linearization, let
Then, the final learning gain of the IL controller is equal to Equation (25) plus Equation (31) , written as follows:
where Γ is a weighting factor which is added to make Equation (32) general. SM ( 1) k − is used to compensate for the input disturbance and increase the convergence rate.
For convenience, a block diagram of the robust MFA-IL control approach is presented in Figure  1 . 
The Design of the Stopping Criteria Based on Evidence Theory
Evidence Theory
The evidence theory is a mathematical theory and general framework for reasoning with uncertainty information in systems, which allows one to combine multiple variables from multiple sources, arriving at a degree of belief. The major definitions and concepts of the theory are briefly introduced as follows [44, 45] . Definition 1. Let a finite set of elements Θ = {Z 1 , Z 2 , · · · , Z L } be defined as the frame of discernment. An element can be a hypothesis, object or state. The 2 Θ , named the power set, is the set of all subsets of Θ. It is composed of each element and multi-subset and can be indicated as 2 Θ = {∅, {Z 1 }, {Z 2 }, · · · {Z 1 , Z 2 }, · · · , Θ}, where ∅ is an empty set.
Definition 2.
A mass function is a mapping of m from 2 Θ to [0, 1] , and be formally defined as:
Additionally, the function satisfies the following equation:
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The function m is named basic probability assignment (BPA). m(A) expresses the proportion of all relevant and available evidence. It is claimed that a particular element of Θ belongs to the set A, but to no particular subset of A. If m(A) > 0, A is called a focal element of Θ. If m(A) = 0, it means that the proposition totally lacks belief. Definition 3. Suppose that two BPAs denoted by m 1 and m 2 are obtained from two different information sources in the same frame of discernment Θ. The degree of conflict among the evidence is denoted as follows:
where if K = 0, it means that the two pieces of evidence are fully compatible with each other. On the contrary, if K = 1, it means that the two pieces of evidence totally conflict with each other.
Dempster's rule of combination is the most basic and widely used rule for the combination of evidence:
Dempster's combination rule is commutative and associates. Thus, the fusion result has nothing to do with the order of the fusion process.
It has two characteristics [46] :
• Pieces of mutually supporting evidence are reinforced.
•
Pieces of conflicting evidence weaken each other.
The Design of Stopping Criterions
Research on stopping criteria based on evidence theory in this paper involves extracting real-time feedback gains from each controller in the vibration control system, constructing the frame of discernment, choosing appropriate feature vectors that describe the learning process of the robust MFA-IL algorithm, calculating the BPAs based on the input signals of actuator, forming the fused BPAs using combination rule and diagnosing the learning states of the control method based on the BPA results.
The real-time feedback gains from each controller can be considered as a piece of evidence for diagnosing the system state, assuming M actuators are glued on the plate and that the feedback gains of the corresponding controllers are measured vectors. For the sake of simplicity, suppose that all types of states are independent of each another. Only one state can occur at any given time. Let S ω represent the measurement obtained from the ωth controller (information source):
where s ωi is the ith element of S ω , i = 1, 2, . . . , m ω , m ω is the number of elements provided by the ωth controller and
m ω = n, n is the number of features.
There are N types of states. The system states matrix can be described as [47] :
where X j is a feature vector describing the jth state, x ji is the ith feature of the jth state, and i = 1, 2, . . . , n, j = 1, 2, . . . , N.
This paper uses the Minkowski distance for quantifying the objective evaluation of the BPAs. The Minkowski distance between S ω and X j is reconstructed as:
where d ωj is the distance between S ω and X j . r is a constant, such that if r = 2, then the distance converges to the Euclidean distance. On the other hand, if r = 1, the distance converges to the corner distance. The distances between all measurement vectors S ω and all state vectors X j can be obtained in a matrix form:
The smaller the distance d ωj , the more probable the jth state, based on the feedback gain acquired from the ωth controller. By defining p ωj = 1/d ωj , a matrix form after normalizing can be expressed as follows:
where P ω = p ω1 p ω2 · · · p ωN . P ω is the BPA assigned by the ωth controller to the set of states, satisfying
According to Equation (35) , the degree of conflicting evidence among the various controllers can be calculated. Then, the fused BPAs are computed using the combination rule, denoted in Equation (36) . The fused BPAs are the pieces of evidence for state diagnosis. The threshold value was predefined as a stopping criterion. Based on the values of BPAs for a certain state, decision making on a system state can be fulfilled by comparing with the threshold value.
Numerical Examples
FE Model Validation
The purpose of this subsection is to examine the accuracy of the dynamic FE model established by ANSYS, by comparison of the numerical and analytical results in the open literature.
Considering the square laminate plate, which composes of three layers of graphite-epoxy (GE, carbon-fibre reinforced) composite material (0/90/0) covered by PZT-4 piezoelectric layers poled in the z-direction (through-thickness). Then, a five-layer laminate plate (PZT-4/GE 0 • /GE 90 • /GE 0 • /PZT-4) was formed. The geometrical data of the square laminated plate are given in Figure 2 . The material properties of the GE composite material and the piezoelectric material are given in Table 1 , and the densities of all materials considered are to be considered unitary (ρ S = 1 kg/m 3 ) for the purpose of comparison. The assumed boundary conditions are simply supported. The SOLID46 3-D solid element, which can be used to model the laminated composite beam or plate type structures with various layer orientations, is used for simulating the GE composite plate and the SOLID5 3-D solid element (which has a 3D piezoelectric and structural capability between the fields and is applied for simulating piezoelectric layers). GE [48] PZT-4 [49] Yong's modulus ( GPa ) Elastic stiffness ( GPa ) 

. The dynamic FE numerical analysis results in this paper are compared to different approaches: (a) The finite element solution FPS (an equivalent single-layer approach and a layerwise representation of the electric potential, using the finite element method with four nodes and five degrees of freedom) by W. Larbi et al. [48] ; (b) the finite element solution Q9-HSDT (higher shear deformation theory, using the finite element method with nine nodes and eleven degree of freedom) by Victor M. Franco Correia et al. [50] ; (c) the finite element solutions TDST (third order shear deformation theory, using the finite element method with four nodes and seven degrees of freedom) by Tatiane Corrêa de Godoy et al. [49] ; and (d) two-dimensional analytical solutions (layerwise first-order shear deformation theory and quadratic electric potential) by Ayech Benjeddou et al. [51] . The present results and their percent errors are relative to the published results ( %  ) and are shown in Table 2 . It was found that a reasonably good approximation to FPS and Q9-HSDT theories was obtained, although the relative errors for some natural frequencies were greater than 5%. The first five natural frequencies x,y can be non-dimensionalized by the expression
The dynamic FE numerical analysis results in this paper are compared to different approaches: (a) The finite element solution FPS (an equivalent single-layer approach and a layerwise representation of the electric potential, using the finite element method with four nodes and five degrees of freedom) by W. Larbi et al. [48] ; (b) the finite element solution Q9-HSDT (higher shear deformation theory, using the finite element method with nine nodes and eleven degree of freedom) by Victor M. Franco Correia et al. [50] ; (c) the finite element solutions TDST (third order shear deformation theory, using the finite element method with four nodes and seven degrees of freedom) by Tatiane Corrêa de Godoy et al. [49] ; and (d) two-dimensional analytical solutions (layerwise first-order shear deformation theory and quadratic electric potential) by Ayech Benjeddou et al. [51] . The present results and their percent errors are relative to the published results (∆%) and are shown in Table 2 . It was found that a reasonably good approximation to FPS and Q9-HSDT theories was obtained, although the relative errors for some natural frequencies were greater than 5%. 
Modeling and Choice of Controller Parameters
In this section, a piezoelectric smart plate is considered for vibration control simulations. The piezoelectric smart plate is made of a host composite plate and six piezoelectric patches bonded in pairs on both sides of the plate. From Figure 3 , there are three piezoelectric actuator-sensor pairs marked with a, b and c, respectively. The upper piezoelectric patches work as actuators to control structural vibration, while the lower ones work as sensors to obtain vibration information. The dimensions of the composite plate and the piezoelectric patches are 414 mm × 120 mm × 1 mm and 60 mm × 24 mm × 1 mm, and the configuration of the structure is shown in Figure 3 . The localization of the actuator-sensor pairs is selected by referencing to [52] . The host composite plate is made of a GE composite material with five substrate layers, the stacking sequence of which is symmetric angle-ply [0/90/0/90/0]. The properties of the GE composite material and the piezoelectric material are listed in Table 3 . The locations of points A, B and C are shown in Figure 3 . A clamped boundary condition is assigned in the root of the piezoelectric smart plate. 
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, and the configuration of the structure is shown in Figure 3 . The localization of the actuator-sensor pairs is selected by referencing to [52] . The host composite plate is made of a GE composite material with five substrate layers, the stacking sequence of which is symmetric angle-ply [0/90/0/90/0]. The properties of the GE composite material and the piezoelectric material are listed in Table 3 . The locations of points A, B and C are shown in Figure 3 . A clamped boundary condition is assigned in the root of the piezoelectric smart plate.
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Yong's modulus ( GPa ) Elastic stiffness ( GPa ) In this study, the layered solid element SOLID46 was used to model the composite plate, while SOLID5 was used to model the piezoelectric patches. The composite plate was meshed with 69 × 20 × 1 elements, and each piezoelectric patch was meshed with 10 × 4 × 1 elements. It was assumed that the same magnitude but the opposite electric field direction was applied to the upper and lower piezoelectric patches. The degrees of electric freedom for the nodes at the top and bottom surfaces of the piezoelectric patches were coupled by using the ANSYS command CP. Model analysis was implemented to find out the natural frequencies of the plate and determine the sampling period for the closed-loop system simulations [28] . The numerical and experimental results of the first three natural frequencies are given in Table 4 . The sampling period was defined as T = 1/(20 f 1 ), where f 1 is the first natural frequency. The Rayleigh damping coefficients were considered as α = 0.003 and β = 0.0015. The initial value of feedback gain G(k) in Equation (15) was assumed to be zero. The parameters of the robust MFA-IL controller are given in Table 5 . There are three actuator-sensor pairs in the system, and the corresponding controllers offer measurements. The frame of discernment for system state diagnosis was constructed with two types of states, namely the normal learning state and the learning stopping state. The feedback gains of the controllers were chosen as the feature parameters. Let r = 2 in Equation (39) and the distance converges to the Euclidean distance. The BPAs can be calculated using the method based on information sources in Section 5.2. The stopping criteria of the robust MFA-IL control algorithm are defined as follows: (a) According to Dempster's rule of combination, each row vector of the BPA matrix P can be fused. The threshold value was set 0.985. If the fused BPA is higher than the threshold value, the learning processes of all controllers should be stopped. (b) Controllers connected to the actuators at different locations may lead to distinct learning speeds. To make all controllers learn sufficiently, the threshold value for the BPAs of each controller should also be proposed. If the BPAs from a certain controller are higher than 0.800, the learning process of the corresponding controller should be stopped. If one of the above conditions is met, the learning process of the controller is then terminated. Otherwise, the controller is in normal learning state. Considering the vibrations generated by various external disturbances, different simulations were investigated to evaluate the effectiveness of the proposed method. In the design of the P-type IL controllers, the maximum number of iterations was limited to 500 as the stopping criterion, and the fixed learning gains were selected as Φ 1 = 0.063 and Φ 2 = 0.100 for various cases. 
Harmonic Excitation
In this case, the first mode control was tested by applying the harmonic force f (t) = 6 cos(ω 1 t)N at the point C, where ω 1 = 17.083 rad/s (5.4377 Hz). Due to the symmetry of the piezoelectric smart structure and the excitation location, sensors a and b have the same control feedback signals in the process of vibration.
The displacement responses of points A and B are displayed in Figure 4a ,b, where it can be seen that both the robust MFA-IL control and the P-type IL control can effectively suppress the first mode vibration. The control effectiveness of the actuators is obvious at the positions with sensors (e.g., point A) and without sensors (e.g., point B). However, it is noteworthy that these results are different from Saleh s [13] , which claimed that the P-type IL control was able to compensate for the unwanted vibration at the observation point, while not being effective at other points. In addition, it was also pointed out that the P-type IL method cannot effectively attenuate the amplitude as long as the smart structure is excited by its first natural frequency.
In this case, the first mode control was tested by applying the harmonic force The displacement responses of points A and B are displayed in Figure 4a ,b, where it can be seen that both the robust MFA-IL control and the P-type IL control can effectively suppress the first mode vibration. The control effectiveness of the actuators is obvious at the positions with sensors (e.g., point A) and without sensors (e.g., point B). However, it is noteworthy that these results are different from Saleh′s [13] , which claimed that the P-type IL control was able to compensate for the unwanted vibration at the observation point, while not being effective at other points. In addition, it was also pointed out that the P-type IL method cannot effectively attenuate the amplitude as long as the smart structure is excited by its first natural frequency. An effective control system has the ability to suppress the structural vibration of the whole plate rather than a small portion of the plate area. The control strategy plays an important role in designing a vibration control system for obtaining a desired performance. Besides, the locations and sizes of the piezoelectric actuators and sensors should also be seriously considered [53] . The areas of the structure where the mechanical strain is highest are always the best locations for actuators and An effective control system has the ability to suppress the structural vibration of the whole plate rather than a small portion of the plate area. The control strategy plays an important role in designing a vibration control system for obtaining a desired performance. Besides, the locations and sizes of the piezoelectric actuators and sensors should also be seriously considered [53] . The areas of the structure where the mechanical strain is highest are always the best locations for actuators and sensors. To guarantee the actuators generate the desired control forces to suppress structural vibration, the dimensions of the actuators should also be designed appropriately. The sizes of sensors should also be chosen properly, so that accurate information of structural deformation can be obtained. A misread or incorrect sensor measurement signal may lead to unreasonable measurements and inappropriate control force generation, which will deteriorate the dynamic behavior. As long as the locations and the sizes of the actuators and sensors are selected appropriately, the P-type IL control presents good performance on first mode control. Furthermore, both the locations with sensors and the positions without sensors on the smart plate can provide good controllability of structural vibration.
The displacement responses of points A and B are given in Figure 4a ,b. The output voltages of sensor a/b and sensor c are shown in Figure 5c ,d. By comparing with the P-type IL approach, a smaller amplitude can be obtained when the system is controlled by the robust MFA-IL method. In this paper, the root mean square (RMS) values of the amplitude at points A and B and output electric potential are used to quantitatively evaluate the control performance of the robust MFA-IL control and the P-type IL control. The data used to calculate the RMSs were recorded after all the controllers stopped learning, and the RMSs of amplitude are given in Table 6 . The control voltages applied to actuators a/b and actuator c are shown in Figure 5a ,b. In the process of iterative learning, the actuation voltages changed sharply under the control of the P-type IL algorithm at 4.3 s. After the learning was terminated, the amplitude recovered to a smooth value. The feedback gain of the controllers at different locations had a distinct convergence rate, which may cause the control force produced by controllers to mismatch among each other. If an actuator fails to perform as expected, the performance of its neighboring actuators will be negatively affected. In order to avoid this problem, more iterations are necessary to reach satisfying level of control stability. A smaller iterative number may directly cause control spillover or even system instability. The controllers connected with actuators a/b have the same learning processes, as shown in Figure 6a . Figure 6b presents the learning processes of the feedback gains in actuator e. Observing the results of Figures 5 and 6 , the robust MFA-IL control has a faster convergence rate when compared with the P-type IL method, and the input voltages of the actuators change smoothly. Therefore, it can be seen that the proposed method enables the system to enhance control effectiveness and maintain superior stability.
6a. Figure 6b The main contribution of the robust MFA-IL control is the improvement of learning speed. Two parts influence the learning speed of the proposed algorithm: The MFA control and the SM control. Both of these two methods accelerate the convergence speed of the feedback gains in the learning processes. Their contribution percentages to the feedback gains are shown in Figure 7 , where it can be seen that the SM control plays a more important role than the MFA control. Real-time monitoring for the fused BPA results and the BPA from each controller was implemented and is shown in Figure 8 . The BPAs update at each period and the monitoring curve moves forward over time. First, the BPAs obtained from actuator c meet the stopping criteria. After a The main contribution of the robust MFA-IL control is the improvement of learning speed. Two parts influence the learning speed of the proposed algorithm: The MFA control and the SM control. Both of these two methods accelerate the convergence speed of the feedback gains in the learning processes. Their contribution percentages to the feedback gains are shown in Figure 7 , where it can be seen that the SM control plays a more important role than the MFA control.
The controllers connected with actuators a/b have the same learning processes, as shown in Figure  6a . Figure 6b presents the learning processes of the feedback gains in actuator e. Observing the results of Figures 5 and 6 , the robust MFA-IL control has a faster convergence rate when compared with the P-type IL method, and the input voltages of the actuators change smoothly . Therefore, it can be seen that the proposed method enables the system to enhance control effectiveness and maintain superior stability. The main contribution of the robust MFA-IL control is the improvement of learning speed. Two parts influence the learning speed of the proposed algorithm: The MFA control and the SM control. Both of these two methods accelerate the convergence speed of the feedback gains in the learning processes. Their contribution percentages to the feedback gains are shown in Figure 7 , where it can be seen that the SM control plays a more important role than the MFA control. Real-time monitoring for the fused BPA results and the BPA from each controller was implemented and is shown in Figure 8 . The BPAs update at each period and the monitoring curve moves forward over time. First, the BPAs obtained from actuator c meet the stopping criteria. After a Real-time monitoring for the fused BPA results and the BPA from each controller was implemented and is shown in Figure 8 . The BPAs update at each period and the monitoring curve moves forward over time. First, the BPAs obtained from actuator c meet the stopping criteria. After a short period, the controller connected with actuators a/b stops learning. All controllers can learn sufficiently based on the evidence theory, and thus preferable control performance can be obtained. short period, the controller connected with actuators a/b stops learning. All controllers can learn sufficiently based on the evidence theory, and thus preferable control performance can be obtained. 
Random Excitation
In the last simulation, a random excitation (shown in Figure 9 ) was applied to point C to drive the piezoelectric smart plate. 
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In the last simulation, a random excitation (shown in Figure 9 ) was applied to point C to drive the piezoelectric smart plate. Under the control of the P-type IL algorithm, the actuators cannot work effectively to consume the energy of the vibration system in the initial period. According to Figures 10 and 11 , it can be seen that the P-type IL control cannot suppress structural vibration in the short term. Since several hundreds of iterations lead to convergence rate of feedback gain slow. However, the learning speed of the robust MFA-IL algorithm is faster than that of the P-type IL method which has fixed gain. The time-varying learning gain is updated using I/O data, which can reflect the system dynamic behavior in real-time. Under the control of the P-type IL algorithm, the actuators cannot work effectively to consume the energy of the vibration system in the initial period. According to Figures 10  and 11 , it can be seen that the P-type IL control cannot suppress structural vibration in the short term. Since several hundreds of iterations lead to convergence rate of feedback gain slow. However, the learning speed of the robust MFA-IL algorithm is faster than that of the P-type IL method which has fixed gain. The time-varying learning gain is updated using I/O data, which can reflect the system dynamic behavior in real-time. The learning processes for feedback gain for the controllers connected actuators a/b and actuator c are shown in Figure 12 . The percentages contributed by the MFA control and the SM control are shown in Figure 13 , where it can be seen that the SM control has a larger impact on the convergence rate of feedback gain than the MFA control. The learning processes for feedback gain for the controllers connected actuators a/b and actuator c are shown in Figure 12 . The percentages contributed by the MFA control and the SM control are shown in Figure 13 , where it can be seen that the SM control has a larger impact on the convergence rate of feedback gain than the MFA control. The RMSs of amplitude were calculated and are shown in Table 6 . A similar control effect to the previous simulation can be observed. The robust MFA-IL control in this simulation presents a better control performance and makes the learning speed of the controller faster by comparing with the P-type IL control. The real-time monitoring results of the fused BPAs and the BPAs from each controller are depicted in Figure 14 . In order to test the robustness of the proposed method, the harmonic noise signal
was added to the external excitation at point C. The controller's parameters were set up the same as mentioned above. Figure 15 shows the sensor output signals. The added noise resulted in a decrease of system performance and divergence as long as the system was controlled by the P-type IL method, while the robust MFA-IL control could maintain the stability of the control system. These comparative results validate that the proposed control method possesses excellent control performance and robustness to the noise from external excitation. The RMSs of amplitude were calculated and are shown in Table 6 . A similar control effect to the previous simulation can be observed. The robust MFA-IL control in this simulation presents a better control performance and makes the learning speed of the controller faster by comparing with the P-type IL control. The real-time monitoring results of the fused BPAs and the BPAs from each controller are depicted in Figure 14 . The RMSs of amplitude were calculated and are shown in Table 6 . A similar control effect to the previous simulation can be observed. The robust MFA-IL control in this simulation presents a better control performance and makes the learning speed of the controller faster by comparing with the P-type IL control. The real-time monitoring results of the fused BPAs and the BPAs from each controller are depicted in Figure 14 . In order to test the robustness of the proposed method, the harmonic noise signal
was added to the external excitation at point C. The controller's parameters were set up the same as mentioned above. Figure 15 shows the sensor output signals. The added noise resulted in a decrease of system performance and divergence as long as the system was controlled by the P-type IL method, while the robust MFA-IL control could maintain the stability of the control system. These comparative results validate that the proposed control method possesses excellent control performance and robustness to the noise from external excitation. In order to test the robustness of the proposed method, the harmonic noise signal f (t) = cos(152 · t)N was added to the external excitation at point C. The controller's parameters were set up the same as mentioned above. Figure 15 shows the sensor output signals. The added noise resulted in a decrease of system performance and divergence as long as the system was controlled by the P-type IL method, while the robust MFA-IL control could maintain the stability of the control system. These comparative results validate that the proposed control method possesses excellent control performance and robustness to the noise from external excitation. 
Experimental Investigations
Experimental Model
To verify the feasibility and the performance of the robust MFA-IL algorithm, an active vibration control system was established. The experimental devices are illustrated in Figure 16 . The robust MFA-IL control algorithm and the P-type IL control algorithm were implemented in a MATLAB/Simulink environment. The real-time code was automatically operated in the real-time semi-physical simulation system. The dimensions of the specimen were the same as in the numerical simulations above, and exciting position point C was replaced by a metal patch. The experimental setup was composed of a piezoelectric smart plate, an electric-eddy current exciter (JZF-1, Beijing, China), a voltage amplifier (YE5872A, State College, PA, USA), a high voltage amplifier (E70, Harbin, China), a real-time semi-physical simulation system (Quarc, Toronto, ON, Canada) and a personal computer (PC) with a signal acquisition instrument. The piezoelectric patches were glued on the host plate using commercial cyanoacrylate glue. 
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Experimental Model
To verify the feasibility and the performance of the robust MFA-IL algorithm, an active vibration control system was established. The experimental devices are illustrated in Figure 16 . The robust MFA-IL control algorithm and the P-type IL control algorithm were implemented in a MATLAB/Simulink environment. The real-time code was automatically operated in the real-time semi-physical simulation system. The dimensions of the specimen were the same as in the numerical simulations above, and exciting position point C was replaced by a metal patch. The experimental setup was composed of a piezoelectric smart plate, an electric-eddy current exciter (JZF-1, Beijing, China), a voltage amplifier (YE5872A, State College, PA, USA), a high voltage amplifier (E70, Harbin, China), a real-time semi-physical simulation system (Quarc, Toronto, ON, Canada) and a personal computer (PC) with a signal acquisition instrument. The piezoelectric patches were glued on the host plate using commercial cyanoacrylate glue. A block diagram of the experimental system is illustrated in Figure 17 . The experimental system includes three subsystems, namely: The vibration exciting system, the signal acquisition system and the vibration control feedback system. The signal transfer paths of these three subsystems are marked by red, green and blue color with different line types.
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A block diagram of the experimental system is illustrated in Figure 17 . The experimental system includes three subsystems, namely: The vibration exciting system, the signal acquisition system and the vibration control feedback system. The signal transfer paths of these three subsystems are marked by red, green and blue color with different line types. For the vibration exciting system, the excitation signal was produced by the signal generator, which was used to simulate the external excitation of the piezoelectric smart plate. After digital to analog (D/A) conversion, the excitation signal was amplified by the voltage amplifier. The signal was transmitted to the electric-eddy current exciter, which could then convert the electrical signal into the vibration excitation.
For the signal acquisition system, three piezoelectric sensors (sensors a, b and c) were used to obtain the vibration information of the piezoelectric smart plate. The dynamic signals from the piezoelectric sensors were sent to the PC after analog to digital (A/D) conversion, which were then used to estimate the performance of the investigated control algorithms.
For the vibration control feedback system, the dynamic signals from the piezoelectric sensors were fed to a A/D convertor. To remove high-frequency noise, the input signals were passed through a low-pass filter set to 14 Hz. The controllers conduct both signal processing and controlling design in the MATLAB/Simulink 2014a environment. Running the control algorithms, the control signals were computed and sent through the D/A convertor. After amplification from the high voltage amplifier, the control signals were applied to the actuators for suppressing structural vibration. The experimental sample period was specified as 3 ms.
Modal Identification
A chirp signal is utilized to determine the natural frequencies of the piezoelectric smart plate. Actuator a was excited by a chirp signal with an amplitude of 100V, while the output voltages of the Sensor a were stored after filtering. The starting frequency was 0.5 Hz, and the stopping frequency was 50 Hz. The sweep time was 100 s. Then, the fast Fourier transform (FFT) of the time response was calculated. Figure 18b depicts the frequency responses of sensor a when applying FFT to the time-domain signal plotted in Figure 18a . The experimental natural frequencies obtained from the FFT plot are given in the same table (Table 4) for comparison. The biggest difference, 13.9%, occurs in the second natural frequency. For the vibration exciting system, the excitation signal was produced by the signal generator, which was used to simulate the external excitation of the piezoelectric smart plate. After digital to analog (D/A) conversion, the excitation signal was amplified by the voltage amplifier. The signal was transmitted to the electric-eddy current exciter, which could then convert the electrical signal into the vibration excitation.
A chirp signal is utilized to determine the natural frequencies of the piezoelectric smart plate. Actuator a was excited by a chirp signal with an amplitude of 100V, while the output voltages of the Sensor a were stored after filtering. The starting frequency was 0.5 Hz, and the stopping frequency was 50 Hz. The sweep time was 100 s. Then, the fast Fourier transform (FFT) of the time response was calculated. Figure 18b depicts the frequency responses of sensor a when applying FFT to the time-domain signal plotted in Figure 18a . The experimental natural frequencies obtained from the FFT plot are given in the same table (Table 4) Conditions that may lead to the difference of modal frequencies between the numerical solutions and experimental solutions are considered as follows: (1) The clamp-free boundary condition in the simulations is ideal. While in the experiments, the boundary of the plate may not be totally clamped. (2) The geometric parameters and material properties of the piezoelectric smart plate cannot be known accurately enough. The parameters used in the numerical simulations are not precisely consistent with those of the plate applied in the experimental material. (3) The mass of both the glue and the connected signal wire of the piezoelectric patches are not considered in the simulations. The modal analysis in simulations is used to provide an approximate solution for verifying the feasibility of the control algorithms, the difference of modal frequencies between the numerical results and the experimental results is acceptable. It is clear that the FE model sufficiently predicts the natural frequencies of the piezoelectric smart plate. Filters were designed and utilized in the experiments to deal with high frequency noise. For investigating the control algorithms, the designed low-pass filters were applied. The cutoff frequency of the low-pass filters was specified at 30 Hz.
Experiments Results and Discussions
During the experiments, the robust MFA-IL control and P-type IL control algorithms were used to suppress the structural vibration of the cantilevered plate. The first mode control was tested in this section, where the parameters of the P-type IL controller are chosen as follows: The fixed learning gain 0.54 = . The maximum number of iterations was set to 1500 as to avoid control spillover or system instability. The parameters of the robust MFA-IL controller are listed in Table 7 . The stopping criteria in the experiment are the same with those in Section 6.2. The sensor output signals (shown in Figure 19a ,b) were moved forward to compensate for the phase lag effect. Five seconds after harmonic excitation driving, the proposed control algorithms were implemented to suppress the structural vibration. Conditions that may lead to the difference of modal frequencies between the numerical solutions and experimental solutions are considered as follows: (1) The clamp-free boundary condition in the simulations is ideal. While in the experiments, the boundary of the plate may not be totally clamped. (2) The geometric parameters and material properties of the piezoelectric smart plate cannot be known accurately enough. The parameters used in the numerical simulations are not precisely consistent with those of the plate applied in the experimental material. (3) The mass of both the glue and the connected signal wire of the piezoelectric patches are not considered in the simulations. The modal analysis in simulations is used to provide an approximate solution for verifying the feasibility of the control algorithms, the difference of modal frequencies between the numerical results and the experimental results is acceptable. It is clear that the FE model sufficiently predicts the natural frequencies of the piezoelectric smart plate. Filters were designed and utilized in the experiments to deal with high frequency noise. For investigating the control algorithms, the designed low-pass filters were applied. The cutoff frequency of the low-pass filters was specified at 30 Hz.
During the experiments, the robust MFA-IL control and P-type IL control algorithms were used to suppress the structural vibration of the cantilevered plate. The first mode control was tested in this section, where the parameters of the P-type IL controller are chosen as follows: The fixed learning gain Φ = 0.54. The maximum number of iterations was set to 1500 as to avoid control spillover or system instability. The parameters of the robust MFA-IL controller are listed in Table 7 . The stopping criteria in the experiment are the same with those in Section 6.2. The sensor output signals (shown in Figure 19a ,b) were moved forward to compensate for the phase lag effect. Five seconds after harmonic excitation driving, the proposed control algorithms were implemented to suppress the structural vibration. Table 6 ) were used to quantitatively evaluate the control performance of the various methods. From the RMS values, it can be seen that the P-type IL control provides a 31.9% reduction and the robust MFA-IL control provides a 33.73% reduction. It is clear that the robust MFA-IL control is more effective at reducing the vibration amplitude of the flexible plate than the P-type IL control. It can be concluded that the proposed control method exhibits excellent performance when integrating MFA control and SM control. The learning processes of the feedback gains are shown in Figure 20 . Under the control of the robust MFA-IL method, the structural vibration can be suppressed faster when compared with the robust MFA-IL algorithm. Table 6 ) were used to quantitatively evaluate the control performance of the various methods. From the RMS values, it can be seen that the P-type IL control provides a 31.9% reduction and the robust MFA-IL control provides a 33.73% reduction. It is clear that the robust MFA-IL control is more effective at reducing the vibration amplitude of the flexible plate than the P-type IL control. It can be concluded that the proposed control method exhibits excellent performance when integrating MFA control and SM control. The learning processes of the feedback gains are shown in Figure 20 . Under the control of the robust MFA-IL method, the structural vibration can be suppressed faster when compared with the robust MFA-IL algorithm. Table 6 ) were used to quantitatively evaluate the control performance of the various methods. From the RMS values, it can be seen that the P-type IL control provides a 31.9% reduction and the robust MFA-IL control provides a 33.73% reduction. It is clear that the robust MFA-IL control is more effective at reducing the vibration amplitude of the flexible plate than the P-type IL control. It can be concluded that the proposed control method exhibits excellent performance when integrating MFA control and SM control. The learning processes of the feedback gains are shown in Figure 20 . Under the control of the robust MFA-IL method, the structural vibration can be suppressed faster when compared with the robust MFA-IL algorithm. The percentages of contributed feedback gain from the MFA and SM methods are shown in Figure 21 , where it can be seen that SM control has a larger impact on the convergence speed of feedback gain than MFA control. The real-time monitoring curves of the fused BPA results and the BPAs from each information source are shown in Figure 22 . By applying evidence theory to the design of the stopping criteria, the learning processes of all controllers can be evaluated in real-time. The decision-making based on the appropriate stopping criteria makes all controllers learn sufficiently, so that a better control performance is obtained. The percentages of contributed feedback gain from the MFA and SM methods are shown in Figure 21 , where it can be seen that SM control has a larger impact on the convergence speed of feedback gain than MFA control. The real-time monitoring curves of the fused BPA results and the BPAs from each information source are shown in Figure 22 . By applying evidence theory to the design of the stopping criteria, the learning processes of all controllers can be evaluated in real-time. The decision-making based on the appropriate stopping criteria makes all controllers learn sufficiently, so that a better control performance is obtained. Comparing the experimental results with the numerical results, it can be seen that the vibration suppression trends performed similarly. Due to the difference of the sample period and the unknown nature of the experimental system, the parameters selected in the simulations and experiments are different.
Conclusions and Outlooks
A robust MFA-IL control method was developed for the active vibration control of piezoelectric smart structures. Considering the uncertainty of interaction among all actuators in the control process, the MFA control was incorporated into P-type IL control for the adjustment of learning gain. In order to achieve a fast control response and enhance the stability of the system, SM control was adopted to ensure a fast dynamic response and compensate for the influence of uncertain noise. The multi-source information fusion method based on the evidence theory was adopted to design the stopping criteria of the robust MFA-IL method. The vibration control equations of piezoelectric smart structures were derived from the dynamic FE equations of a linear elastic system. The dynamic linear method was applied to transfer the vibration control equations for the design of the robust MFA-IL controller. The simulation and experimental results were presented and compared with the corresponding results using the P-type IL control approach.
As long as the locations and sizes of actuators and sensors are chosen appropriately, both P-type IL control and robust MFA-IL control can effectively suppress structural vibration when the piezoelectric smart plate is excited by its first natural frequency. Furthermore, the whole structure The percentages of contributed feedback gain from the MFA and SM methods are shown in Figure 21 , where it can be seen that SM control has a larger impact on the convergence speed of feedback gain than MFA control. The real-time monitoring curves of the fused BPA results and the BPAs from each information source are shown in Figure 22 . By applying evidence theory to the design of the stopping criteria, the learning processes of all controllers can be evaluated in real-time. The decision-making based on the appropriate stopping criteria makes all controllers learn sufficiently, so that a better control performance is obtained. Comparing the experimental results with the numerical results, it can be seen that the vibration suppression trends performed similarly. Due to the difference of the sample period and the unknown nature of the experimental system, the parameters selected in the simulations and experiments are different.
As long as the locations and sizes of actuators and sensors are chosen appropriately, both P-type IL control and robust MFA-IL control can effectively suppress structural vibration when the piezoelectric smart plate is excited by its first natural frequency. Furthermore, the whole structure Comparing the experimental results with the numerical results, it can be seen that the vibration suppression trends performed similarly. Due to the difference of the sample period and the unknown nature of the experimental system, the parameters selected in the simulations and experiments are different.
As long as the locations and sizes of actuators and sensors are chosen appropriately, both P-type IL control and robust MFA-IL control can effectively suppress structural vibration when the piezoelectric smart plate is excited by its first natural frequency. Furthermore, the whole structure presents good controllability, rather than small portions bonded with piezoelectric sensors, using both the P-type IL method and the robust MFA-IL method.
The robust MFA-IL control method accelerates the learning speed of the controller. Based on the comprehensive comparative analysis of the numerical and experimental results, the proposed control method can achieve better control performance and is more robust to external disturbances when compared with the P-type IL control. In other words, the proposed control method overcomes the inherent drawbacks of P-type IL control and achieves the desired control performance.
Although the robust MFA-IL control method was applied for a plate structure in this paper, considering its advantages presented above, this approach can be applied for other structures, like beam structures, extending the possibilities of engineering and research applications. Dynamic linearization was an effective method in developing the proposed method for nonlinear systems. Dynamic linearization mainly introduces optimal technology as a tool for the controller design and analysis. In future work, it will be expected that the dynamic linearization method will be combined with an online model identification technique to deal with much more practical problems, those typically encountered in industrial applications. This may result in a simpler controller structure and obtain a better degree of control precision.
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